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Events analyze 2008 raid in Postville
Journalists, former workers, professors will discuss raid of Agriprocessors
By RACHEL ZIDON
Staff Writer

Almost a year has passed
since the largest workplace
raid in Iowa's history hit
northeast Iowa.
On May 12, 2008,
Postville made national
news after U.S. Immigration
and Customs E n for cement
arrested nearly 400 wor ker s
at t he Agripr ocessors Inc.
slaughterhouse an d meatpacking plant on charges of
identity fraud and immigration v iolations.
One year later, many
Postville residents and others are still struggling to
understand the events that
led to the raid and the
impact it has had locally and
globally.
A conference and teachin event at the University
of Northern Iowa yesterday and today will give students, faculty and community members the opportunity
to have an open dialogue
about what happened in
Postville and the implications of these events.
"Postville: Past, Present
and Future" will feature
a variety of speakers and
performers, including local
journalists, lawyers who
have advocated for immigrants in Postville, a docu-
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These womens' husbands have been detained by Immigration and Customs Enforcement in the immigration raid of Agriprocessors Inc. plant in Postville. The raid led to the detention of 400 workers. "Postville: Past, Present and Future" features a series of events that look at the raid .

mentary filmmaker and several of the workers who
were arrested in the raid.
Jennifer Cooley, a Spanish
professor at UNI, came up
with the idea of having an
event about Postville at UNI

last fall after she saw "a
really urgent need for more
information about Postville."
Because of Postville' s close
proximity to UNI, Cooley
said she found a great deal
of interest in the topic.

"There are so many people who want to engage in a
serious conversation about
this," she s.aid. "People don't
just want to talk about it.
They are anxious to talk
about it and to make sure it

never happens again."
The conference began
yesterday at 7 p.m. with
director Luis Argueta showing segments of his docuSee POSTVILLE, page 3

Friday, May 1, 2009
The Northern Iowan - northern-iowan. org
E-BIKE

'T he main objective (of MSETl
-AREA) is to promote math science and technical education
with some hands-on projects .
The project lets young people
learn the importance of energy
efficiency."
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Agriprocessors Inc. is the location of the 2008 raid. Today, at 7:30 p.m. in the Communication Arts Center Room
1 08, seven of the arrested workers will perform a play dramatizing their experiences.
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m e ntary film ''AbUSed:
The Postville Raid" m
th e Communication Arts
Center.
Today, th er e will be a
welcome reception in the
Rus sell Hall lo bby at 8
a.m. and events will go on
througho ut the day. These
discussions with UNI and
Luther College professors
c urrently writing books
abo ut Post v ille, attorney
Jam es Benz o n i, an immig r ation lawyer and j o urnalists, teacher s a nd volunteer s
from Postville.
From 11 a.m. t o 1 p.m.,
items from Postville, incl uding traditional G uatemalan
woven good s, will be sold
in Ma ucker Unio n with all
proceeds going t o org anizations in Postville.
At 4 p.m. in CAC Room
108 , Cooley, along with
immigration activist Sandra
Rybachek,
Guatemalan
immigrant and Postville resident Alma Chavez de Perez
and UNI students and g raduate assistant s will present
"N uevo Amanecer: Weaving
a New Beginning," a play
Cooley is currently writing based on Guatemalan
women in Postville.
These women turned
to
weaving traditional
Guatemalan items after the
raid w hen they co uld no
longer work and could not
leave Postville without risking deportation.
"I spent a lot of time
with them," Cooley said. "I
was r eally intrigued by them
and how they managed to
find a new beginning when
they couldn't work or leave.
I really wanted more p eople
to know their story."
E lena Dobrila, a graduate
assis tant for the Department
of Modern Languages at
UNI, will be one of the performers.
"I got involved in the
Postville project ever since
last May when the raid happ ened in Postville," D obrila
said. "Seeing all these people affected by the events in
such a way moved me deeply. When I was offered to
take part in (the play) I did
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not hesitate (to take it)."
At 7 :3 0 p.m. in CAC Room
108, seven Guatemalan and
M exican workers who were
arrested in the Postville raid
will present their original
play "Historia de N uestras
Vidas," which means "The
Story of Our Lives." It w ill
dramatize their experiences
of coming to the U.S. and
how the raid affected their
lives. The play will be in
Spanish, but English translations will be provided for
the audience.
Yulia
Vorobyeva,
a
g r aduate assistant for the
D ep artment of Mod ern

Languages who will be performing in Cooley's play,
said that learning about
Postville has changed her
worldview and that she
hopes the event can do the
same for others.
"I think that every person ought to learn more
about this dramatic reality
and get involved in attempts
to make a change," she said .
Students can find a complete schedule of events at
www.uni.edu / studyabroad /
news / downloads / pvillefinaldraft.pdf.

said that incandescent light
bulbs will all be replaced
by energy-efficient compact
fluore scent bulbs.
Overall, Pecen feels that
the MSETI-AREA presentations are a wonderful
opportunity to demonstrate
the importance of energy
efficiency to students.
"Rather than t alking, they
also see the numbers," he
said. "By providing a handson look at energy efficiency, MSETI-AREA and the
UNI e-Bike offer s tudents a
ride into our society's ener-
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gy efficient future, one that
we will all likely live to
see."
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STEAKHOUSE -

Cannot be used in combin ation with any other coupon,
di scout or promotion .
Tax not incl uded. Valid for up to party of 6. Valid at
Cedar Fall s location onl y. Offer ex pires 5/8/09.
Good Mon .-Fri. I lam-4pm
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STEAKHOUSE-

Cannot be used in combination with any other coupon,
di scout or promotion.
Tax not included. Valid for up to party of 6. Valid at
Cedar Falls location only. Offer expires 5/8/09.
Good Mon.-Fri. 4pm-close & All day Sat. & Sun.
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GREAT PRICE!

FREE WIRELESS INTERND IN THE DINING ROOM

BONANZA
- STEAKHOUSE 6406 University Ave. in Cedar Falls
319-277-7556
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FREE Wi-Fi at your Cedar Falls
Casual Dining Center!

for as long as you need one

Free Pregnancy Testing .
All Services Free and
Confidential.
408 Main St. • Cedar Falls, IA 50613
(319) 277-2000 • 1-800-550-4900
www.birthright.org
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Eating & Drinking Buckets
While Your Team is Making Buckets!!!
$12 Buckets of Beer (5 bottles) and $10 Buckets of
Wings (20 wings) during all televised UNI basketball
games all season long
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Limit 1 offer per coupon. Li mit 1 cou pon per customer. Offer good
May 1, 2009 through May 7, 2009 at your Cedar Falls Hy-Vee.
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Li mit 1 offer per cou pon. Lim it 1 coupon per customer. Offer good
May 1, 2009 through May 7 12, 2009 at yo ur Cedar Fa lls Hy-Vee.
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MULLIGAN'S

Where the food is great,
the beer is cold & the
game is always on.

205 East 18th St. Cedar Falls, IA 50613
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Li mit 1 offer per coupon. Li mit 1 coupon per customer. Offer good
May 1, 2009 th rough May 7, 2009 at your Cedar Fal ls Hy-Vee.
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